
Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand
what he is saying to the churches. 

The Book of Revelation was written by John on the Isle of Patmos. He experienced a vision of Jesus who

delivered the message of Revelation to him. As Jesus began speaking to John, he instructed him to write

down the vision and send it to the seven churches of Asia, in modern day Turkey. 

“Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches in the cities 
of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

The seven churches were real churches filled with real people. Each church was

enduring a form of spiritual warfare. Revelation is a message to them, as it is to

us, that Christ will prevail and will keep his promise to the faithful. 

Smyrna

The second of the seven churches of Revelation, Smyrna is unique in that Jesus

finds no fault with them. As he does with each of the churches, Jesus demon-

strates that he understands their troubles. He notes that they are poor and af-

flicted, but comments that they are rich. This is due to their faith. They are spiritually rich.  

Even though Jesus finds no fault with the church at Smyrna, he offers them a warning. What is the

warning and how does his introduction in Rev. 2:8 offer some comfort?

What do you think Jesus means when he says they have suffered at the hands of people who “say they

are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan?” Read John 8:31-47 for comparison. That is a

pretty good description. Now read Romans 2:29 and Philippians 3:3. See how they go together? 



Unlike Ephesus, we don’t have a lot of ruins or relics associated with Smyrna. However, the city was a pow-

erful place in the region with much commerce and culture. One of the early leaders in the Christian faith,

Polycarp was known as the Bishop of Smyrna. According to church history, he argued for Easter to continue

to follow the dates and customs of Passover. Note: the current tradition of a separate Easter and Passover

was not confirmed until the first Nicene Council in 325 AD. 

• Smyrna in now the modern city of Izmir in Turkey.

• Aside from Stephen in the book of Acts, Polycarp’s martyrdom is one of the oldest on record.

Although Jesus found no fault with the church at Smyrna, he warned them that they would continue

to suffer for “ten days.” What do you think is meant by this term? Clearly, it was not ten literal days.

Read Daniel 1:12-16. Although this verse was a literal ten days, could it offer some understanding to

the cautionary teaching to Smyrna.

The church is warned to stay faithful even unto death. This implies that many would be killed for

their beliefs there. Certainly, this was true in the case of Polycarp many years later. What reward was

offered to those who kept the faith? 

REFLECTION: In Ephesus, we saw that people had neglected their first love. In Smyrna, we see that

people will be persecuted for their faith. Comparing the two, we see that living the Christian life is not

always easy. We must love others even if they don’t love us back. Have you ever felt compelled to pray

for someone even though you knew they had harmed you?


