
Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand
what he is saying to the churches. 

“Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches in the cities of Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

Philadelphia

The letter to the church at Philadelphia is similar in tone to the letter to

Smyrna. Both are greeted with approval for their works and for staying

true to their faith. Similarly, both churches are said to be persecuted by the

“synagogue of satan,” which is equated to rich and powerful Jews. 

Philadelphia is commended for keeping the faith. The Christians there are

not strong, economically or politically, but Christ does not have one complaint against them. Smyrna and

Philadelphia, we can reason, are the types of believers God seeks for his church. 

I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, 
yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 

In Smyrna, Christ told the believers they would face martyrdom. However, in Philadelphia, he promises

something different. Jesus says “I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I

have loved you.” What do you think he means by this? If you look at Romans 11, does this offer a clue?

Compare this with the old testament promise to the faithful found in Isaiah 45:14.

Philadelphia was strategically located for
evangelism and trade, but the area was
prone to frequent earthquakes. Nothing re-
mains of the city from the era associated
with the letter. The ruins of a Byzantine era
church in the Turkish city of Alashehir, top,
show that the church there continued to
grow for several hundred years. 



Christ begins the letter with a description of himself as holding the

keys of David. In Isaiah, the Messiah is described as someone who

holds the keys to the kingdom and says “what he opens no one can

shut, and what he shuts no one can open.” As in John 14:6, Christ

is affirming that he is the key to salvation. He offers people access

to God and he is giving the Christians at Philadelphia a connection

to God that no one can take away. 

Like a lot of things in the Bible, imagery can have multiple mean-

ings. In the letter, we see that Christ is said to hold the key but he

also describes an open door. In John 10:7, Jesus is described as

being the open door for his sheep. So, he holds the key to salvation

and he IS the key to salvation. 

In 1 Corinthians 16:9 and Colossians 4:3, Paul discusses a great opportunity and uses the imagery of a

door. What is it the door Paul describes and how does it fit in with the analogy of Christ as the door?

Check out Acts 14:27.

Philadelphia was destroyed by an earthquake in 17AD and was rebuilt before the letter. Many people

there lived in fear of destruction and, possibly, did not build permanent structures. How soothing

might it have been to be promised to be a pillar - a source of strength an stability - in God’s new

church? What does Revelation 21:22 tell us about the temple?

The church promised three names. I will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of

my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on

them my new name. In the old testament, it says the name of the new city will mean “The Lord is

There” (Ezekiel 48). If you read Revelation 14:1, 19:12, 19:16, and 22:4 does it help to understand

Christ’s new name and the names written on the people who will be his pillars? 

REFLECTION: Much praise is heaped upon the church at Philadelphia, but there is still a subtle

warning to hold on so that no one will take their crown. Considering what we know about the other

churches, how can we, as the church, be more worthy of Jesus’ praise?

In ancient times, a person being honored would have
their name or title written on the column of a public
place. This column, from a nearby temple of Zeus,
contains such a dedication. In the letter, the believers
are promised that they will be a pillar in God’s temple
and they are promised to have three names written on
them.




